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(54) Method for generating display control information and computer 



(57) To dynamically generate documents or display 
control information so as to provide client terminals of 
various capability with user interface in compliance with 
each terminal's capability. 

A method for generating display control information 
(HTML document, for instance) so as to display in a form 
adapted to a terminal used by a user, comprises the 
steps of: receiving a display request from the terminal; 
in response to the display request, generating a group 
of data objects concerning the contents of the display, 
wherein the data objects is independent of the terminal; 
by using the group of data objects and information about 
attributes of the terminal; generating a group of view ob- 
jects for generating the display control information; and 
by referring to the information about the attributes of the 
terminal, generating the display control information by 
the group of view objects. 
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Description 

Field of the Invention 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a method and mechanism for generating control instructions to display doc- 
uments, etc. in a form adapted to a terminal used by a user and a mechanism, more particularly to a method and 
mechanism for outputting HTML (Hyper Text Markup Language) documents, etc. in a form adapted to various attributes 
such as the sizes of display screens and/or communication speeds, of various terminals used by a user, such as PDA 
(Personal Digital Assistance), a personal computer (PC), TV set or a cellular phone having an information display 

10 function. 

[0002] Moreover, the present invention relates to a facility, in conjunction with the facility for dynamically generating 
a page, for controlling in detail authentication and reexecution considering a history mechanism of a terminal. 
[0003] The present invention relates particularly to a facility wherein, in a transaction such as updating a database 
or displaying a page for which strict user authentication is necessary, a process such as suppression of reexecution 
is or reauthentication can readily be specified and operates from an application even if a page is dynamically generated. 

Background Art 

[0004] As Web-based technology becomes popular, so-called thin client types of systems which use a Web browser 

20 for user interface and execute an application program at a Web server (application server) are increasingly used. In 
such cases, information sent from a server to a client is an HTML document including a form, and only if the Web 
browser operates at the client's terminal, an application can be run without being distributed or installed to each client 
beforehand. Also, in general, the client side can be operated by using hardware of lower throughput compared to a 
case where an application runs on the client side. 

25 [0005] Conventionally, a low-end PC has been used for such a client terminal. Recently, however, Web browsers 
have come to operate on hardware of even lower throughput and low cost, such as PDAs, handheld PCs, set -top boxes 
and car navigation systems, etc, and new terminal equipment such as a cellular phone with a Web browser feature 
has been developed. Therefore, significant low usability has arisen, for instance, that a Web page well displayed on a 
PC with a large display area requires frequent scrolling operations on a PDA with a small display area. 

30 [0006] There is a method to cope with this problem, described in Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application 
No. Hei 10-133973, namely to provide, in advance, multiple HTML documents and other accompanying resources 
corresponding to all possible types of client terminals and return appropriate ones for each request from a client by 
determining the type of its terminal. In this case, however, there is a demerit that massive data needs to be created 
and the work load of system development becomes enormous. The work load for a new type of client terminal is also 

35 huge. 

[0007] There is also another method proposed, which is namely, to provide only standard HTML documents for PCs 
and modify their contents according to capability of the client terminal. It is, for instance, in case of a terminal with a 
small display area, to create reduced images and send to the client an HTML document which is modified so as to 
refer to the reduced images. The aforementioned Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application No. Hei 
40 10-133973 also mentioned that an HTML document is transformed so as to adapt it for multiple terminals. However, 
no mention is made as to a concrete method of such transformation. 

[0008] In addition, Japanese Published Unexamined Patent Application No. Hei 10-21 165 discloses a communication 
system which transfers hyper-texts obtained from a server after editing them to fit their data size and data layout into 
physical environment and user life scenes of the client receiving them. This physical environment includes the type of 
45 communication lines, the performance of terminals such as being a workstation or a cellular phone, number of colors 
and sizes of displayable images, etc. The user life scenes include the data such as a user is on the way to the office, 
traveling on business, sitting on the desk, taking holidays, etc. This application discloses that physical environment 
and user life scenes are used for selecting transferred information, but it does not disclose anything particular as to 
screen configuration. 

50 [0009] In addition, T W. Bickmore et al, "Digestor: Device-Independent Access To The World Wide Web", (http:// 
www.fxpal.xerox.com/papers/bic97) described a method that, when a proxy receives a request for an HTML document, 
it creates a new HTML document by fetching the document from a specified HTTP (Hyper Text Transport Protocol) 
server, parsing the HTML document into an AST (Abstract Syntax Tree) and performing predetermined transforming 
operations on the AST. In Digestor, an HTTP server must first create an HTML document which is accordingly required 

55 when creating an AST. Also, as a transformed AST itself is converted into an HTML document, the AST itself does not 
perform control when creating an HTML document. 

[0010] It is possible, as to reexecution of a page, to add identification information or a state of a session to a URL 
or HTTP header information (so-called Cookies) (for instance, see a Servlet function (SUN, Java Servlet API Specifi- 
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cation Ver. 2.1 ), Session Tracking of IBM WebSphere, etc.). However, they only identify and restore a state and do not 
include control on reexecution of a page which is an object of the present invention. 

[0011] With regard to control on reexecution of a page in transaction processing of a database, a technique of num- 
bering URLs so as to inhibit reexecution of a page once displayed is widely known (for instance ; it is introduced as 

s "once-only" URL in 13.13 History Lists of RFC2068 HTTP 1.1 Specification). 

[0012] However, if an authentication state or control on reexecution is to be dynamically changed by processing of 
an application or diversity of a terminal, programming becomes complicated (it may happen that flexible processing is 
impossible only with basic functions, and all of originally reexecutable portions cannot be reexecuted). 
[0013] In addition, since pages are not organized, specification of a page in such a processing program becomes 

10 so complicated that necessity for total modification arises in the case of addition or deletion of a page, and thus pro- 
ductivity/maintainability and reliability of software are lowered. In case of a system which automatically divides a page 
by a terminal, it is difficult to control it in such a method. 

Problems to be Solved by the Invention 

15 

[001 4] An object of the present embodiment of the invention is to dynamically generate documents or display control 
information for providing client terminals of various capabilities with user interfaces in accordance with each client 
terminal's capabilities. 

[0015] It is also such an object to provide a mechanism for making applications running on a server independent of 
20 any client terminal which uses the results of their processing. 

[0016] In addition, it is also such an object to separate processing of applications running on a server and creation 
of a document showing the results of the processing so that only the part for the document creation needs to be changed 
even when various new client terminals emerge. 

[0017] A still further such object is to furnish, for an operation and a request onto a past page by using a history 
25 mechanism of a terminal, a mechanism for controlling its reexecution and/or reauthentication and a mechanism for 
readily controling it an application program. 

[001 8] Moreover, a still further such object is to keep this mechanism for controlling operable according to a terminal 
or even when a page is dynamically generated by an application. 

[0019] In addition, a still further such object is, from an application program, to eliminate any effect of dynamic gen- 
30 eration of a page or an application so that it may become possible to readily specify the control. 

Summary of the Invention 

[0020] According to one aspect of the invention there is provided a method for generating display control information 

35 (HTML document, for instance) so as to display in a form adapted to a terminal used by a user. The method comprises 
the steps of: receiving a display request from the terminal; in response to the display request, generating a group of 
data objects concerning the contents of the display, wherein the group of the data objects is independent of the terminal; 
by using the group of data objects and information about an attribute of the terminal, generating a group of view objects 
for generating the display control information; and by referring to the information about the attribute of the terminal, 

40 generating the display control information by the group of view objects. Thus, as a group of data objects are generated 
independently of any terminal, even if a new terminal comes to output a display request, part which generates the 
group of data object does not need to be changed. In addition, the group of data objects themselves does not need to 
be changed as long as the request content is the same. Meanwhile, the terminals are equipments such as ordinary 
PCs, PDAs, TV sets and cellular phones on which a browser is available. 

45 [0021] Moreover, it is also possible to comprise the steps of: receiving terminal (type) identification information from 
the terminal; and obtaining the information about the attributes of the terminal from the terminal identification informa- 
tion. To obtain the information about the attributes of the terminal, there are various methods such as storing in advance 
pairs of terminal type identification information and information about the attributes of the terminal, and entering infor- 
mation about the attributes of the terminal at its first access, etc. 

50 [0022] The aforementioned step of generating a group of view objects may also comprise the steps of: generating 
a root object of the group of view objects; and having child objects generated by the root object. The root object may 
also have a method for generating child objects by referring to information about the attributes of the terminal. These 
child objects generate grandchild objects as required. 

[0023] It is possible that the data objects retain instruction information used for generating corresponding view objects 
55 and generating the display control information by the view objects. The instruction information includes priorities of 
objects, information of whether or not splitting is possible, and information of whether or not outlining is possible, etc. 
In addition, information about the attributes of the terminal includes the screen size of the terminal, communication 
speed, aspect ratio, and number of colors. Moreover, although display control information in the embodiments is in 
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Hyper Text Markup Language (HTML) ; it may be in any other markup language. 

[0024] The aforementioned step of generating display control information may also comprise a step of sequentially 
generating display control information of responsible parts starting from a root object of the group of view objects by 
referring to the information about the attributes of the terminal. The root object generates display control information 
s for an entire page, and the child objects generate display control information for the page content. As view objects 
refer to information about the attributes of the terminal, different display control information maybe generated even if 
these view objects are the same. 

[0025] In the present invention, if a display request from the same terminal is related to a former display request, 
following steps may be further executed: in response to a display request from the terminal, determining whether or 

10 not it is necessary to generate a new group of data objects according to the request; and if it is not necessary to 
generate a new group of data objects, generating the display control information corresponding to the display request 
by related view objects in the group of view objects. If the data objects do not need to be changed, the view objects 
newly can generate display control information which responds to the new request. However, in some cases necessary 
view objects may have to be created while it is not required to newly create a group of data objects. 

is [0026] As described above ; since data objects and view objects are generated as required, what exist in a server 
before generating them are a module for, in response to the display request from a terminal, generating a group of 
data objects concerning the contents of the display, wherein the group of the data objects is independent of the terminal; 
a module for by using the group of data objects and information about the attributes of the terminal, generating a root 
view object for generating the display control information; and a module for ordering the root view object to generate 

20 its child view object; and a module for ordering the root view object to generate the display control information. 

[0027] The server may further include a module for deriving the information about the attributes of the terminal from 
terminal (type) identification information received from the terminal. 

[0028] It is also possible that the above-mentioned child view objects have a method for generating its child objects 
and the root view object orders its child view objects to generate the display control information. In addition, it is also 
25 possible that view objects including a root view object and child view objects have a method for generating the display 
control information by referring to information about the attributes of the terminal. 

[0029] If the present embodiment of the invention explained above is implemented in a program, the program may 
be stored in storage media such as CD-ROM and FD (floppy disk). 

[0030] To control reexecution, reauthentication and the like of a page in a history, page definitions are grouped when 

30 an application is developed. This group may further comprise another subgroup so that the entire page definitions form 
a tree structure. These page definitions may be included in the instruction information used for generating the display 
control information. Grouping is performed to page definitions in this instruction information. Thus, it is possible, just 
by designating an arbitrary group name, to readily and flexibly specify a set of pages as mentioned later whose reex- 
ecution is inhibited or whose authentication state is changed. 

35 [0031] At an execution time, in addition to the step of generating the display control information, the steps of: deter- 
mining whether reexecution of a page in a history has been performed; if the page is reexecuted and a cache of the 
processing state exists, restoring the processing state; processing an application and storing in a cache a processing 
state at that time; and according to a result of processing an application, and clearing a processing state corresponding 
to a page specified by the group of page definitions may be integrated. 

40 [0032] Moreover, in addition to the steps of generating the display control information and controlling reexecution of 
a page in a history, the steps of: checking whether a page in a history requires authentication and what is its authen- 
tication state; ensuring authentication when authentication is necessary; and according to a result of processing an 
application, modifying an authentication state of a page in a history may be integrated. However, modifying of an 
authentication state may be easily designated by an application developer by specifying a group of page definitions 

45 just as in controlling reexecution. 
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[0043] Fig. 11 is a diagram showing an example of processing overview. 

[0044] Fig. 12 is a diagram showing an example of contents of information about attributes of the terminal. 
[0045] Fig. 1 3 is a functional block diagram used for generating data objects. 
[0046] Fig. 14 is a diagram showing an example of application definition documents. 

[0047] Fig. 15 is a diagram showing an example of specifying reexecution control to the application definition lan- 
guage of Fig. 14. 

[0048] Fig. 16 is an example of a restaurant of Fig. 15, particularly showing a page definition tree in the portion of a 
reservation processing process. 
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20 [0058] Fig. 26 is a diagram for explaining the processing for the group of view objects in Fig. 23 to output an HTML 
document. 

[0059] Fig. 27 is a diagram for explaining the processing for generating view objects for a small screen. 
[0060] Fig. 28 is a diagram for explaining the processing for generating view objects for a small screen. 
[0061] Fig. 29 is a diagram representing a group of view objects for a small screen. 
25 [0062] Fig. 30 is a diagram for explaining the processing for the group of view objects in Fig. 23 to output an HTML 
document. 

[0063] Fig. 31 is a diagram explaining operation of the present invention in time sequence by taking reservation 
processing of a restaurant as an example in order to describe a facility for controlling reexecution of a page in con- 
junction with processing. 

30 [0064] Fig. 32 is a diagram explaining how reexecution is inhibited by using an example of reservation processing 
of a restaurant. 

[0065] Fig. 33 is a diagram of an example of reservation processing of a restaurant so far, explaining that a reexe- 
cution control facility operates without any problem even if a screen structure (due to a terminal attribute) dynamically 
changes. 

35 [0066] First, the entire system related to the present embodiment is explained by using Fig. 1 . Fig. 1 shows Web 
server 100 related to the present invention, ordinary PC 120, TV set 130, portable computer 140 and cellular phone 
with a built-in Web Browser 1 50, all connected via network 11 0. PC 1 20, TV set 1 30 and portable computer 1 40 have 
a Web Browser and obtain information from HTTP server 100. Client terminals may be other equipments which have 
a Web Browser. Since cellular phone 1 50 is connected with network 1 1 0 via wireless, it is connected with network 1 1 0 

40 by a broken line in Fig. 1 . Thus : the computers connected with network 110 are respectively different in terms of their 
display screen size, communication speed, throughput and operability. Accordingly, documents to appear on respective 
displays are preferably those which are adapted to capabilities of respective terminals. The methods for adapting a 
displayed document to a terminal may include one to cope with it on the terminal side. As regards the present invention, 
however, HTTP server 100 is composed as in the following explanation. 

45 [0067] A functional block diagram of this HTTP server 1 00 is shown in Fig. 2. Also, a detailed block diagram of sub- 
functions of controller 21 0 in a functional block of HTTP server 1 00 is shown in Fig. 3. 

[0068] As shown in Fig. 2, HTTP server 100 comprises controller 210, DB 240, data service facility 220, HTML 
generator 230 and terminal DB 250. It may not comprise DB 240. 

[0069] Controller 210 receives various parameters from client terminals 120 to 150 and returns adequate HTML 
so documents corresponding to them. For this, it controls operation of data service facility 220 and HTML generator 230. 
In Web applications, a series of requests from the same client terminal are often a unit for processing. Accordingly it 
is required to identify requests from the same client from multiple requests and, even when generation of HTML doc- 
uments is complete, to continue operation as an application by not releasing the resources and keeping their state to 
prepare for a next access. 

55 [0070] Here, a series of accesses by a client terminal is called a session. Accordingly, controller 210 administers a 
session and determines whether a request belongs to an existing session or whether a new session should be initiated. 
It may also access to terminal DB 250 to obtain information about attributes of the terminal from identification information 
obtainable from client terminals 120 to 150, and output the information about attributes of the terminal to HTML gen- 
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erator 230. Data service facility 220 and HTML generator 230 may also respectively access to terminal DB 250. 
[0071] As shown in Fig. 3 ; controller 210 comprises, so as to control reexecution and authentication, etc. of a page, 
detailed functions of session identification facility 211, page manager 212, page management DB 213, application 
processing device 214 and page reexecution controller 215. 

s [0072] Session identification facility 211 analyses a parameter sent from a terminal and identifies which session is 
making a request from a terminal so as to identify data unique to a session. Likewise, it analyses a parameter to 
determine whether a page in a history of a browser is reexecuted and/or whether the page requires authentication so 
that page manager 212 identifies a necessary page and fetches necessary information from page management DB 
213 to restore a past processing state required for authentication and/or reexecution. If processing of page manager 

10 212 ends or if such processing is not required, processing switches to application processing device 214. 

[0073] Application processing device 214 executes a process unique to a Web application. For instance, in the case 
of a banking application, actual banking business is performed. On the basis of this processing result, page reexecution 
controller 21 5 updates page management DB 21 3. Namely, if a process inhibits reexecution of a past page, it removes 
from page management DB 21 3 a state cache required for reexecution of a process. 

is [0074] As data service facility 220 has to perform processing requests such as requests for retrieval from client 
terminals 120 to 150, etc. ; it includes a part for accessing to DB 240 as required to generate a group of data objects 
and the group of data objects themselves which access to DB 240 to represent their contents and process a session. 
This group of data objects are generated for each session and configured in this embodiment as a tree structure whose 
root is an object representing the entire processing in accordance with a Web page's document structure. Objects 

20 corresponding to leaves are ones corresponding to data such as character strings and images. However, it is not limited 
to a tree structure. 

[0075] HTML generator 230 includes a part for generating a group of view objects by using information from a group 
of data objects and terminal DB 250 and the group of view objects themselves. If a root view object receives an order 
to generate an HTML document from controller 210, the group of view objects sequentially output an HTML document 

25 starting from the root view object. The information obtained from terminal DB 250 is also used at this HTML document 
output. The structure of a group of view objects generated from a group of data objects changes based on the infor- 
mation obtained from terminal DB 250, and the HTML documents output by a group of view objects also change. 
Namely, even if the same group of data objects are generated, the structure of the group of view objects may change, 
and even if the group of view objects are the same, the HTML documents to be output may be different. If an entire 

30 HTML document is generated, it is transferred from controller 210 to client terminals 120 to 150 which request it. The 
part for generating a group of view objects and the group of view objects themselves may also refer to the other 
parameters mentioned later on. 

[0076] In current HTTP server 1 00 ; an HTML document is dynamically generated by using a mechanism called CGI 
(Common Gateway Interface) or a servlet (See Sun Microsystems lnc. ; Java, JDK 1 .2, "http://jserv.javasoft.com/prod- 

35 ucts/java-server/servlets/"). The following describes an example of implementing it by using servlets. This is because 
it is easy to continuously hold data as required for a Web application and the following requirements of the present 
invention are satisfied. However, it may also be implemented by a CGI. In that case, a background process is used so 
as to perform interprocess communication with a process activated by a CGI. It is also possible to implement the 
components required for the present invention in a form of a Web proxy server. 

40 [0077] Now, the entire processing by HTTP server 1 00 is explained by using Fig. 4. First, a display request is received 
from client terminals 120 to 150 (step 1005). This display request uses, for instance, a User-Agent field which is con- 
tained in a URL (Uniform Resource Locator) and an HTTP header. For instance, a URL is "http://aServer/servlet/ 
RestaurantDemo", and a User-Agent field of an HTTP header is "devicelD." A User-Agent field is used to obtain infor- 
mation about attributes of the terminal to be used later from terminal DB250. Then, it is determined from a URL whether 

45 it is a new session (step 1010). If it is a new session, it moves on to step 1020 since the URL does not contain ses- 
sion=session number. On the other hand, if it is not a new session ; as the URL contains session=session number, the 
number is used. 

[0078] In case of a new session, data access facility 220 first generates a group of data objects related to the re- 
quested display content (step 1020). The process of generating data objects is described later. 

50 [0079] Next, a root view object is generated by HTML generator 230 (step 1 030). This view object has a method for 
creating child view objects (or a method for requesting child view object generator to create child view objects) and a 
method for generating an HTML document. A pair of the root view object and the session number is registered in a 
table. This table is used in step 1010. Then, view objects subsequent to the root view object are sequentially generated 
by using the generated group of data objects and information about attributes of the terminal. This process is explained 

55 later with an example. When the necessary group of view objects are generated, the root view object is ordered to 
generate an HTML document by controller 21 0 (step 1 050). A root view object which has received this order generates 
an HTMLdocument of its responsibility and then requests its child view objects to generate a part of the HTMLdocument 
thereafter. Then, the child view object and those subsequent to it generates a part of the HTML document of their 
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responsibility (step 1060). Controller 210 transfers the generated HTML document to the client terminal (step 1065). 
[0080] Fig. 5 shows the processing so far in a schematic way. First, controller 21 0 receives HTTP's User-Agent Field 
and a URL. Then, data service facility 220 generates a group of data objects from the information of the URL received 
from controller 210. On the other hand, the User-Agent Field is used to obtain information about attributes of the 

$ terminal. Then, controller 210 orders HTML generator 230 to generate a root view object, and HTML generator 230 
generates a root view object while referring to a root object of the group of data objects and information about attributes 
of the terminal. As to object other than the root view object, a parent view object generates child view objects while 
referring to the group of data objects and information about attributes of the terminal. If the generated root view object 
is ordered to generate an HTML document by controller 210, an HTML document as shown in Fig. 5 is generated by 

10 each view object subsequent to the root view object, the document is output to a client terminal. 

[0081] If it is not a new session, since a session number exists in a URL, received parameters are output to a root 
view object corresponding to the session number (step 1070). Then, it is determined from parameters other than the 
URL's session number whether or not necessary view objects have been generated (step 1080). This may be deter- 
mined either by the root view object itself or by any view object subsequent to the root view object at the receipt time 

is of parameters. If necessary view objects have been generated, it moves on to step 1060 (or step 1 050). Namely, each 
view object outputs a part of an HTML document for which it is responsible by using information about attributes of the 
terminal, and transfers a generated HTML document to a client terminal. 
[0082] Step 1070 is further explained by referring to Fig. 6. 

Step 1070 is further divided into sub-steps for page control such as page authentication and reexecution control of a 
20 past page. First, a parameter sent from a terminal is analyzed to determine whether page control is required (step 
1071), and if required, page management control is performed (step 1072). For instance, if a page in a history of a 
browser is reexecuted by a user, as a page identification facility embedded in a URL or an HTTP header of a request 
can show that a past page is reexecuted, a processing state when the page was displayed is restored from the page 
management DB by using the identifier as a key. Likewise, authentication of a page which requires authentication can 
25 also be performed by embedding an authentication token in a URL or an HTTP header of such a page. 
[0083] Step 1072 is further explained by referring to Fig. 7. 

As page management control of step 1072, specifically, preparations are made for authentication of a page or reexe- 
cution of a past page. The above drawing represents these sub-steps. First, a parameter sent from a terminal is ana- 
lyzed to determine whether a page in a history of a browser has been used (step 107201). Here, if a new page which 

30 does not exist in a history is used, it is not covered by this sub -flowchart, so it is left as is to move on to a next process. 
If it is a past page in a history, page management DB 21 3 is referred to so as to examine whether there is a cache of 
a past processing state (step 107202). If there is no cache, as it means that reexecution is inhibited, it jumps to an 
applicable error handling (step 107206). If there is a cache, it is utilized to restore a processing state (step 107203). 
Next, a tree structure is used to determine whether the page requires authentication (step 107204). This determination 

35 is performed by using the tree structure to examine whether the page belongs to a page group which requires authen- 
tication. If authentication is not necessary, it is left as is to move on to a next process in the sub-flowchart. If authenti- 
cation is necessary, it is checked whether authentication of the page is invalidated on an authentication token included 
in a parameter sent from a terminal or page management DB 213 so as to determine whether the authentication is 
valid (step 107205). If the authentication is valid, it is left as is to move on to a next process. If it is invalid, it jumps to 

40 an error handling in step 107206. 
[0084] Fig. 6 is referred to again. 

Next, an original process of an application is executed (1073). For instance, in the case of a banking application, 
designated banking business is performed. At this time, a state after executing the application is cached in the page 
management DB in preparation for reexecution of a page in a history of a browser. Moreover, on the basis of this 

45 processing result, it is determined whether page control has been changed (1074), and the page management DB is 
updated if necessary (1075). For instance, if the database is committed, it is necessary to inhibit reexecution of an 
update process page of the database. Namely, an applicable cache in a processing state of the page management 
DB is cleared. As another example, if a processing result is authenticated (or authentication till then was discarded), 
an applicable portion of the page management DB is updated. 

50 [0085] Step 1075 is further explained by referring to Fig. 8. 

As an update of the page management DB in step 1 075, to be concrete, invalidation of page authentication or inhibition 
of reexecution of a past page are performed. The above drawing represents these sub-steps. First, a result of executing 
an application as a step before step 1075 (step 1073) is examined so as to determine based on the execution result 
whether to inhibit reexecution of a certain page group (step 107501). If it is necessary to inhibit reexecution, the page 

55 group is calculated based on a page group name designated in an application program and a tree structure of page 
definitions (step 107502). Next, a cache storing of a processing state corresponding to a page belonging to the appli- 
cable page group is removed from page management DB 21 3 (step 1 07503). If it is not necessary to inhibit reexecution, 
steps 107502 and 107503 are skipped. Likewise, from a result of processing an application, it is determined whether 
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authentication should be invalidated (step 107504). If it is necessary to invalidate authentication; the page group whose 
authentication should be invalidated is calculated likewise based on a tree structure of page definitions (step 107505). 
In step 107506, authentication of pages belonging to the applicable page group is invalidated. If it is not necessary to 
invalidate authentication, steps 107505 and 107506 are skipped. 

s [0086] Fig. 4 is referred to again. 

On the other hand, if it is determined that necessary view objects have not been generated, it is determined whether 
or not new data objects are required (step 1 090). If new data is required, since the data may not be available from the 
data objects generated before then, data service facility 220 is requested when necessary to generate data objects 
(moving on to step 1020). If the same session requires new data objects, since it means generating a subtree to the 

10 original data object, a process of registering a session number in step 1030 is not executed. Hereafter, view objects 
corresponding to the newly generated data objects are generated, and the view objects generate an HTML document. 
[0087] If new data objects are not required in step 1090, a view object generates necessary child view objects by 
referring to a group of data objects and information about attributes of the terminal, and moves on to step 1060 (or 
step 1050) (step 1100). Namely, each view object outputs a part of an HTML document for which it is responsible by 

is using information about attributes of the terminal, and transfers a generated HTML document to a client terminal. 

[0088] Now, the processing after step 1070 is partly outlined by using the example of Fig. 5. Fig. 9 shows a case 
where a user selected ABC from the HTML document of Fig. 5. The devicelD shown in HTTP's User-Agent field is 
used as in Fig. 5. On the other hand, the URL becomes "http://aServer/servlet/RestaurantDemo?session=1&ABC=se- 
lected" for instance, which is recognized as the same session as Fig. 5 because of the part of session=1 . In addition, 

20 it is understood from the part of ABC=selected that ABC of Fig. 5 was selected; while it is determined that new data 
objects are required by the view objects. Accordingly, data service facility 220 newly generates a group of data objects. 
Then, a group of view objects is generated by using information about attributes of the terminal. In this example, when 
generating an HTML document, only the ones surrounded by a broken line in the group of view objects output an HTML 
document by referring to information about attributes of the terminal. Then, the generated HTML document is displayed 

25 at the bottom. In this case, a NEXT button (or a hyperlink) is generated. 

[0089] Fig. 10 shows a case where a user instructed NEXT in Fig. 9. HTTP's User-Agent field is handled in the same 
way. The URL is "http://aServer/servlet/RestaurantDemo?session=1&next=pressed" for instance, which is recognized 
as the same session as Fig. 5 because of the part of sessional. In addition, it is understood from the part of 
next=pressed that the NEXT button of Fig. 9 was pressed. It is determined, however, that existing view objects is 

30 enough. In this case, no change is made to data objects and view objects, and the part shown by a broken line in the 
group of view objects output an HTML document. This HTML document contains a PREV button (or a hyperlink) and 
a NEXT button (or a hyperlink). 

[0090] Examples of a NEXT button (or a PREV button for returning to a previous page) is as follows. 

35 

Table 1 

<a href = H /servlet /Restaurant?session=Unext=pressed" > 
Next 



[0091] Inside the anchor tags, not only a mere character string but also an image of a button may be specified. As 
an attribute value of anchor tags, a URL with a parameter is described. If a user clicks this hyperlink, the URL is 
45 transferred from the terminal, the parameter is passed to a controller of the present invention, and the next=pressed 
parameter is passed to a group of view objects specified by using the session parameter. Detecting from the 
next=pressed that the NEXT button was pressed, the HTML generating program of the view objects outputs an HTML 
document on the next page. 

[0092] Fig. 11 shows a case where a user further instructed NEXT in Fig. 10. HTTP's User-Agent field is handled in 
so the same way. The URL is "http://aServer/servlet/RestaurantDemo?session=1&next=pressed" for instance, which is 
recognized as the same session as Fig. 5 because of the part of session=1 . In addition, it is understood from the part 
of next=pressed and the internal state of the view objects that the NEXT button of Fig. 1 0 was pressed. It is determined 
here that the group of view objects require new view objects. In such a case, necessary view objects are generated 
by referring to the previously generated group of data objects and information about attributes of the terminal. Here, 
55 the part shown by a broken line other than a root view object is newly generated. Then, the group of view objects in 
the part shown by a broken line generates an HTML document while referring to information about attributes of the 
terminal. 

[0093] Information about attributes of the terminal which was not described in detail in the above is explained here. 



8 



EP 0 969 389 A2 



In the examples of Figs. 5 to 11, information about attributes of the terminal is obtained from devicelD contained in 
HTTP's User-Agent field, corresponding information of which is included in terminal DB 250. For instance, a corre- 
sponding table wherein such information about attributes of the terminal can be obtained from devicelD is provided. 
Information about attributes of the terminal may include what Fig. 12 shows. For instance, ScreenSize (screen size), 
s ScreenRatio (aspect ratio), ScreenQuality (screen fineness), ColorDepth (number of colors), ModemSpeed (commu- 
nication speed), Image (whether images are usable), Table (whether tables are usable), Frame (whether frames are 
usable), ScrollBar (whether scrolling is possible), PointingDevice (whether pointing devices are usable), etc. The right 
columns of Fig. 12 show examples of respective values. Meanwhile, it is not necessary that all the items are specified 
for all the devicelDs. Also : the values of each line may take other values. 
10 [0094] Furthermore, it is also possible to perform a further phase of processing. Namely, a rule base for terminal 
attributes is provided so as to generate more general terminal attributes from the values of terminal characteristics as 
in Fig. 1 2 which are used for converting a display structure and generating display instructions. It is also possible, for 
instance, to classify a single parameter by deciding its range instead of a concrete numeric value, such as a slow 
communication speed in case of ModemSpeed smaller than 14.4K, a fast communication speed in case of Modem- 
's Speed larger than 56K, a medium speed in other cases, etc., and to generate terminal attributes from multiple param- 
eters, such as images displayed slowly, sequential representation due to no pointing device and a slow communication 
speed, etc. 

[0095] In addition, while only a start of a session was explained above, a session ends by a user's explicit instruction 
of an end if there is the instruction, and if there is no explicit instruction for the end, after a predetermined time has 
20 passed from a previous access. If a session ends, the resources used by a group of data objects and a group of view 
objects are released. 

[0096] Here is a brief explanation of how to generate a data object. A Web application's content creator creates 
application definition document 300 (Fig. 13). Application definition document 300 is described in a kind of definition 
language. This language may be defined as a unique markup language, for instance, by using XML (W3C, "Extensible 
25 Markup Language (XML) 1 .0", http://www.w3.Org/TFl/1 998/REC-xml-1 998021 0). As regards an example of restaurant 
services, a description as in Fig. 14 is possible for instance. 

[0097] In this case, the restaurant information services to be defined here comprises the two processes (correspond- 
ing to pages on display) of retrieval of restaurants and display of restaurant information, the process of display of 
restaurant information further comprising a display item of restaurant information and a link for returning to the retrieval 
30 page. Likewise, it is described that the item of restaurant information comprises display items at a level thereunder. In 
Fig. 14, partial omission is performed. In creating such a definition document, a content creator may either describe it 
directly by using a text editor or use an authoring tool such as a word processor having a layout function. 
[0098] An example of specifying reexecution control for the application definition language of Fig. 14 is further ex- 
plained by using Fig. 15. 

35 [0099] To the application definition language of Fig. 14, a process for handling restaurant reservations is added as 
illustrated in Fig. 15. In this handling of reservations, there are roughly display items for displaying a reservation state 
and for entering an application for reservation and accepting a reservation. As to these display items, it is described 
that they, as an attribute, belong to a page group called "reprocessing inhibited after reservation acceptance" (a keyword 
for pageGrp=). In addition, it is specified as an attribute of a decision button for executing handling of reservations that, 

40 if a reservation is accepted, the display items belonging to this page group are not reprocessed (a keyword for invGrp=). 
[0100] Therefore, on a screen where display control information generated according to this description is processed 
by a browser, after a user presses a decision button, reprocessing (acceptance of display and a reservation change) 
of these display items and any display item of a lower level is inhibited by a facility of the present invention. After a 
reservation is accepted, if a user attempts with a back button of a browser to return to a display item (page) of "reser- 

45 vation state display " and recall it, it is not displayed so as to prevent a double -booking. 

[0101] As reexecution control of a page also copes with a dynamically generated screen, a page group is defined 
by using a page definition tree. The above Fig. 16 is an example of a restaurant in Fig. 15 especially showing a page 
definition tree of the process for handling reservations. A process for handling reservations has the three display items, 
namely, reservation state display, reservation acceptance screen and reservation acceptance result screen. Moreover, 

50 reservation state display has two types of sub-display items, namely, reserved time and its vacancy information. The 
same holds true with reservation acceptance screen. 

[0102] These display items are dynamically displayed as a page according to display capability of a terminal, and it 
is not predetermined which level is to be a page. For instance, in the case of a large-size screen such as a PC, reser- 
vation state display or reservation acceptance screen should be a unit as a page, while, in the case of a PDA, etc, with 
55 a smaller screen, the individual sub-display items, namely, reserved time and vacancy information may make one page. 
[0103] Here, in the application definition language of Fig. 15, a page group called "reprocessing inhibited after res- 
ervation acceptance" is merely specified in the definitions of the two display items, namely, reservation state display, 
and reservation acceptance screen, while a child of a page definition tree also belongs to the page group. Namely, the 
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page group called "reprocessing inhibited after reservation acceptance" has display items in a broken line (namely a 
page) in the above drawing as its members. 
[0104] Fig. 13 is referred to again. 

Definition language analyzer 310 analyzes documents written in such a language. An example of such an analyzer is 
s IBM XML for Java (http://www.alphaworks.ibm.com/formula/xml). An analyzer transfers its analysis results to a data 
object generator. Analysis results are data represented in a tree structure of objects which looks as if a tag structure 
was made into one object (a tag object in a nest is a child), as mentioned in W3C, "Document Object Model Specification" 
(http://www.w3.org/TR/WD-DOM-1998-0416). 

[0105] A data object generator generates data objects based on a tree structure which is the result of analysis. 
10 Generally, an object is generated by determining a class of a data object from an object of analysis result. The structure 
is also the same. 

[0106] Instead of writing all information on an application definition document such information content may be 
retrieved from an existing database. In this case ; there are descriptions in the definition document about a specified 
method for retrieving from the database and references to retrieval results, and based on such designations, the data 

is object generator makes inquiries to the database via communication with a database system called a database con- 
nector. As results of database retrieval are returned through the database connector, the data object generator gen- 
erates data objects which reflect results from the database based on referential designations of the retrieval results. 
The structure at this time is determined by the tags of a definition document which designate the database. As an 
example of such a definition document which contains designations of a database (Fig. 1 7), a case of Fig. 1 4 is taken 

20 up where the Restaurant Information is dynamically retrieved from a database. 

[0107] Fig. 18 shows an example of a group of data objects generated by performing such processing. The "Res- 
taurant's Details page" required to be output here comprises two objects of "Restaurant Information" and "Link to 
Search Page" for returning to the retrieval screen. Moreover, while the Restaurant Information has various information 
of restaurants desired by a user, it is divided into three categories of "Attribute", "Guide" and "Menu" here. Under each 

25 category, objects corresponding to necessary information are generated. 

[0108] In the present invention, the attributes shown in Fig. 1 9 are defined as to a data object. Those are defined as 
follows: if child objects exist, the child objects as a group; numeric priority of data in numbers; whether or not data of 
the object is to be always displayed even if it is divided, by a switch (a logical value); whether or not the data of the 
object may be displayed in a divided way, by a switch; in case of an image, whether or not it can be outlined, by a 

30 switch; and any data unique to the application, by any form if necessary. This is the instruction information used in 
generation of a corresponding view object and generation of the display control information by a view object. 
[0109] The following are two typical examples of what view objects are generated and what the HTML document is 
generated when these data objects are generated. 

[0110] (1) Conversion into display configuration for a large screen of a PC, etc. and HTML document output 
35 in the aforementioned example, devicelD is fetched from HTTP's User-Agent field received from a client terminal to 
obtain corresponding information about attributes of the terminal. The following is explained on the assumption that 
this information about attributes of the terminal is already obtained. In this example, the information includes information 
of "Large Screen" (to be more specific, a client terminal comprises a display whose resolution may be classified as a 
large screen). 

40 [0111] First, a view object corresponding to an object which is to be a root of a tree structure of data objects is 
generated (Fig. 20). HTML generator 230 which performs this generation determines a class of the view object (a view 
object class for displaying a page for a large screen) and an initial parameter for generating objects by using a class 
of a root data object ("Page Class" in the example), unique knowledge to an application field (for instance, "a restaurant 
is displayed on a page") and information about attributes of the terminal ("Large Screen" in this case) as parameters 

45 and actually generates the root view object. 

[0112] Thus, once a root view object corresponding to a root data object is determined, it is possible to have view 
objects generate their children one after another starting from the root view object. Namely, a view object has a method 
for generating a child object or a method for requesting a common method for generating a child view object to generate 
a child view object. 

50 [0113] Then, if the view object for displaying a page for a large screen is requested to generate a child view object, 
it makes inquiries to the "Data Object for Restaurant Details Display Page" to generate its own child view object from 
the child data object. In this generation, an object is generated generally based on a view object class and an initial 
parameter. The view object class is determined from its own class (in this case, "View Class for Displaying a Page for 
a Large Screen"), a data object class, unique knowledge to an application field (if already defined) and information 

55 about attributes of the terminal. 

[0114] For instance, as shown in Fig. 21 , in case of "Restaurant Information" which is a child of the data object for 
"Restaurant Details Display Page," the "Displaying Two-Dimensional Placement of Items" class is determined as a 
view object class, from "General Items" which is a class of "Restaurant Information" and "Large Screen" information 
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which is information about attributes of the terminal. The view object for display of two-dimensional placement of items 
is a type of a view object which is intended to place output objects two-dimensionally by making use of a large terminal 
screen so as to enhance display effects. Likewise, in case of "Link to Search Page" which is another child object of 
the "Restaurant Details Display Page" data object, it generates a view object called a "Link Object" from the class 
5 ("Hyperlink"). 

[0115] If child view objects are generated, a parent view object requests every child to generate a child view object 
in the same way it was requested before. Namely, as Fig. 22 shows, it generates the "Attribute List Display" view object 
by making use of the facts that it is a view object for display of two-dimensionally placement of items, "Attribute Infor- 
mation Category" which is a child data object of "Restaurant Information" displays a list of attributes, etc. Likewise, the 

10 "Attribute Selection Display" view object is generated for the "Guide Information Category" data object. The "Attribute 
Selection Display" behaves so as to select one most suitable display item from a user's request or information about 
attributes of the terminal. For the "Menu" data object, a view object for display of two-dimensionally placement of items 
is generated again by making use of "Large Screen" of information about attributes of the terminal in the same way as 
Restaurant Information. In addition, as to Restaurant Information, a view object is added as a child object which displays 

is a restaurant name as a title by making use of information unique to the field that a restaurant name is important as a title. 
[0116] These four child view objects, namely "Restaurant Name Display" "Attribute List Display" "Attribute Selection 
Display" and "Two-dimensional Placement of Menu Items" are requested to generate child view objects likewise. For 
instance, if the "Attribute List Display" view object is requested to generate one, it generates a pair of view objects 
which are a variable name and a value (view object for displaying a pair of an attribute name and a value) by scanning 

20 child data objects of the corresponding "Attribute Information Category." As regards the "Attribute Selection Display" 
view object, it selects the most suitable one from the children of the "Guide Information Category" data object (here, 
a PC without map function is mentioned and an image guide map is selected based on priority of data objects) and 
generates a view object corresponding to it. The same recursive process is also performed for a menu. The structure 
of the finally generated group of view objects is as shown in Fig. 23. 

25 [0117] If Fig. 18 showing a structure of a group of data objects and Fig. 23 showing a structure of a group of view 
objects are compared here, there are three differences: first, Restaurant Name view object is added; second ; only one 
child view object of the Attribute Selection Display view object since the Attribute Selection Display view object is 
generated against the "Guide Information Category" data object, while four child data objects exist under the "Guide 
Information Category" data object; and third, Menu Name view object is added because of its importance. As shown 

30 above ; the data objects do not directly correspond to the view object in their structures. 

[0118] Once all the view objects are generated, each view object is requested to generate an HTML document. 
Namely, a root view object is instructed to generate an HTML document, and the Large Screen Page Display view 
object generates instructions to control an HTML page in the final output while it requests the "Two-dimensional Place- 
ment of Items" view object and the "Hyperlink" object which are children as regards the page content. The requested 

35 child view objects go on to generate the entire HTML document by further requesting their own child view objects 
likewise. 

[0119] Fig. 24 shows an outline of HTML generation by a group of view objects in Fig. 23. The view object for Display 
of Two-dimensional Placement of Items, which is a child of the Large Screen Display view object, generates an HTML 
document so as to be finally two-dimensionally placed. As explained below, HTML output may be changed by further 

40 referring to information about attributes of the terminal in this phase of generating an HTML document. In Fig. 24, child 
view objects of the view object for Display of Two-dimensional Placement of Items outputs an HTML document so as 
to be two-dimensionally placed as illustrated. While a child view object of the Attribute List Display view object and 
child view objects of the view object for Display of Two-dimensional Placement of Items are not shown in the figure, 
they are outputting an HTML document so as to be displayed in an area secured by each parent view object. 

45 [0120] On the other hand, as regards the Image Display view object which is a child view object of the Attribute 
Selection Display view object, it outputs an image unchanged if there is information about attributes of the terminal 
which may be interpreted to mean that image display speed is fast enough (see Fig. 25). While a terminal attribute that 
image display speed is fast enough is determined by communication speed and drawing performance. But, the above 
process may be performed just because communication speed is fast. 

50 [0121] On the other hand, if there is information about attributes of the terminal which may be interpreted as meaning 
that image display speed is slow, the Image Display view object does not output an image but outputs a link to the 
image (see Fig. 26). If a user designates this image, it will transfer this image. 

[0122] It is also possible, as regards a method for two-dimensional placement, to adjust it for each client terminal by 
considering the screen size, aspect ratio, etc. Thus, the HTML document may be generated by adapting it to information 
55 about attributes of the terminal such as "the terminal screen is large" or "image display speed us slow." 

[0123] (2) Conversion into display configuration for a small screen such as PDA, and HTML document output 

As the amount of information to be displayed at a time is limited on a small screen such as one for PDA, configuration 

of view objects and their tree structure must be made suitable for it. Information about attributes of the terminal includes 
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data to be interpreted as a small screen. 

[0124] Data objects are as in Fig. 18. First, as in case of a large screen, HTML generator 230 generates the view 
object for Displaying Divided Page for Small Screen by using the class of a root data object and information about 
attributes of the terminal ("the screen is small" in this case) (see Fig. 27). As a root view object was generated, child 

s view objects are generated just as in case of a large screen. 

[0125] In this case, however, as the amount of information which can be displayed on a screen is limited, and infor- 
mation is divided and not presented at a time, not a view object which performs two-dimensional placement but a view 
object which shows information in order of its importance is generated. When this view object further generates child 
objects, it generates them so that they do not make a category structure suitable for two-dimensional placement but 

10 a row structure in which importance of the display content is taken into consideration. 

[0126] Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 28, the Linear Display view objects are generated for which priority correspond- 
ing to the Restaurant Information data objects is taken into consideration. A linkobject is generated as in case of Fig. 21 . 
[0127] When the Linear Display view object for which priority is taken into consideration generates a child view object, 
it makes a tree structure totally different from when a client terminal has a large screen, by emphasizing what should 

is be promptly shown to a user and a row structure for easy page dividing (see Fig. 29). In this example, view objects 
other than those actually displayed at the time are also generated, but it is possible to have them generated when 
designated by a user. In Fig. 29, they are in a form wherein necessary child view objects are connected in parallel with 
the Linear Display view objects for which the priority is taken into consideration. In the Figure, the nearer it is to the 
Linear Display view objects, the higher the priority is. It is also possible to determine this priority reflecting a user's 

20 taste by some means. 

[0128] After view objects are generated, an HTML document is sequentially generated starting from the root view 
object as in the case of a large screen. Buttons for navigation between pages (the NEXT and PREV buttons) are also 
automatically generated so that a user can easily navigate divided pages. At this time, output more adapted to a 
terminal's ability may be generated by using information about attributes of the terminal. 
25 [0129] In case of Fig. 30, an HTML document may be generated so as to display on one page information of three 
view objects in order of priority from the information of "Screen size: 320 % 240 dots" included in the information about 
attributes of the terminal. In addition, if there is information about a terminal attribute indicating "Screen size: 240 % 
180 dots," since the screen is still smaller, an HTML document may be generated so as to output information of two 
view objects on one page. 

30 [0130] In the above Figures, the screen after an HTML document was interpreted by a Web browser is represented 
as output of a group of view objects. However, a group of view objects output control tags of HTML. 
[0131] While the above examples were explained in terms of HTML, the present invention is not limited to it. For 
instance, if output document of WML (Wireless Markup Language, Wireless Application Protocol Forum Ltd, "Wireless 
Application Protocol Wireless Markup Language Specification," Version 30-Apr-1 998), XML, etc. is required, the view 

35 objects including a method for outputting them should be generated and also a structure of a group of view objects 
suitable for the characteristics of WML and XML should be generated. 

[0132] The above Fig. 31 is a diagram showing operation of the present invention in time sequence by taking res- 
ervation processing of a restaurant as an example in order to describe a facility for controlling reexecution of a page 
in conjunction with processing. It simultaneously shows a display screen of a terminal, operation by a user (contents 

40 of a request to a server) and contents of a processing state cache in page management DB 213. First, a user issues 
a request for a display of a reservation state of a restaurant. This brings controller 210 of the present invention into 
operation, and it is determined as a new page by page manager 212 therein. Next, application processing device 214 
is executed. Here, a reservation state is examined by an application program. Simultaneously, a processing state at 
the time is stored in a state cache in preparation for reexecution. Since control on reexecution is not required in this 

45 process : screen generation as a next process is performed. As a result, display control information for displaying a 
reservation processing state is sent to a terminal and displayed. Reservation acceptance screen is processed likewise, 
and the state is stored into a state cache. 

[0133] Next, it is assumed that a user attempts to have reservation state screen redisplayed by using a history 
mechanism on a terminal. For instance, an old reservation state screen is invoked by a back button normally provided 

so for a browser, and a reload button also normally provided is pressed. In this case, it is determined by page manager 
212 that it is a process for an old screen. In this case, since it is a page in a history, it is checked whether a state is 
stored in a state cache. In this case, since it should be stored in a state cache as mentioned above, the processing 
state is restored so as to process an application (reservation state check). To be exact, this result is also stored in a 
state cache, but it is omitted in the diagram for simplification. Lastly, display control information is generated and sent 

55 to a terminal. 

[0134] An example of reservation processing of a restaurant in which reexecution is inhibited is further explained by 
using the above-mentioned Fig. 32. It is assumed that a user enters necessary matters on reservation acceptance 
screen and presses reservation decision button. This brings controller 210 of the present invention into operation, and 
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it is determined as a new page by page manager 212 therein. Next, application processing device 214 is executed. 
Here, a reservation acceptance process is executed by an application program. Simultaneously a processing state at 
the time is stored in a state cache in preparation for reexecution. Since reexecution control related to reservations is 
specified by reservation acceptance in this process, a page on which reexecution is inhibited are identified on the basis 
s of "reexecution inhibited after reservation acceptance" designated by invGrp in the application definition language. As 
to this example, the pages of "reservation state display " and "reservation acceptance screen" on which pageGrp, a 
display item attribute of the application description language is specified fall under it. Next, a state cache corresponding 
to these pages is nullified, and reservation acceptance result screen is generated. 

[0135] Next, it is assumed that, just as previously a user attempts to have reservation state screen redisplayed by 
10 using a history mechanism on a terminal. For instance, an old reservation state screen is invoked by a back button 
normally provided for a browser, and a reload button also normally provided is pressed. In this case, it is determined 
by page manager 212 that it is a process for an old screen. In this case, since it is a page in a history it is checked 
whether a state is stored in a state cache. Unlike the previous case, since a state cache is nullified as mentioned above, 
it turns out that reexecution is inhibited. As a result, display control information for posting an error is generated and 
is sent to a terminal, and error screen is displayed. 

[0136] Moreover, it is explained by using the above Fig. 33 that, in the examples of reservation processing of a 
restaurant described so far, a reexecution control facility operates without any problem even if a screen structure (due 
to a terminal attribute) dynamically changes. In the examples described so far, reservation state display was displayed 
on one screen since the terminal had a large screen. This time, it is assumed to be a terminal with a small screen, and 
20 HTML generator 230 divides a page by child object items of reservation state display, namely "reserved time" and 
"vacancy information." Accordingly a state cache is also cached by each of these child items. Here, it is assumed, as 
previously, that a user enters necessary matters on reservation acceptance screen and presses reservation decision 
button. 

[0137] This brings controller 210 of the present invention into operation, and it is determined as a new page by page 

25 manager 212 therein. Next, application processing device 214 is executed. Here, a reservation acceptance process 
is executed by an application program. Simultaneously, a processing state at the time is stored in a state cache in 
preparation for reexecution. Since reexecution control related to reservations is specified by reservation acceptance, 
a page on which reexecution is inhibited are identified on the basis of "reexecution inhibited after reservation accept- 
ance" designated by invGrp in the application definition language. As to this example, the pages of "reservation state 

30 display " and "reservation acceptance screen" on which pageGrp, a display item attribute of the application description 
language is specified fall under it. However, a page of reservation state display does not directly exist in a cache, so 
according to a page definition tree, a state cache corresponding to "reserved time" and "vacancy information" which 
are children of reservation state display is nullified through the use of their being the page falling under it. 
[0138] Next, it is assumed that, just as previously, a user attempts to have a page of reserved time and vacancy 

35 information as one of reservation state screens redisplayed by using a history mechanism on a terminal. For instance, 
an old reservation state screen is invoked by a back button normally provided for a browser, and a reload button also 
normally provided is pressed. In this case, it is determined by page manager 212 that it is a process for an old screen. 
In this case, since it is a page in a history, it is checked whether a state is stored in a state cache. Like the previous 
case, since a state cache is nullified as mentioned above, it turns out that reexecution is inhibited. As a result, display 

40 control information for posting an error is generated and sent to a terminal, and error screen is displayed. 

[0139] Since a page to be displayed is not directly specified but as a unit of a page group, proper reexecution control 
could successfully be implemented as requested by an application even when an actually displayed page is divided. 

Advantages of the Invention 

45 

[0140] The documents or display control information could be dynamically generated so as to provide client terminals 
of various capability with user interface. 

[0141] In addition, a mechanism could successfully be provided, which keeps an application executed at a server 
independent on the client terminal which uses processing results of the application. 
50 [0142] Furthermore, processing of an application executed at a server could successfully be separated from gener- 
ating a display document representing the processing results so that only the parts of generating the displayed docu- 
ment should be changed even if various client terminals newly appear. 

[0143] In addition, for reexecution of a page in a history by using a screen redisplay function of a browser of a terminal, 
flexible reexecution and authentication control according to an application processing could successfully be imple- 
55 mented by easy specification from an application program. It could also be successfully indicated that this specification 
readily describes an application processing as a page group and is also effective when dynamically composing a page. 
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Claims 

1 . A method for generating display control information so as to display in a form adapted to a terminal used by a user, 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving a display request from said terminal; 

in response to said display request, generating a group of data objects concerning the contents of the display, 
said group of said data objects being independent of said terminal; 

by using said group of data objects and information about an attribute of the terminal, generating a group of 
view objects for generating said display control information; and 

by referring to said information about said attribute of the terminal, generating said display control information 
by said group of view objects. 

2. The method according to claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: receiving terminal identification information from 
said terminal; and obtaining said information about said attribute of the terminal from said terminal identification 
information. 

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said step of generating a group of view objects comprises the steps 
of: generating a root object of said group of view objects; and generating a child object by said root object. 

4. The method according to claim 1 . 2 or 3 wherein said data objects retain instruction information used for generating 
corresponding view objects and generating said display control information by the view objects. 

5. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein said information about the attribute of the terminal 
includes information about a screen size of said terminal. 

6. The method according to any one of preceding claims, wherein said display control information is in Hyper Text 
Markup Language (HTML). 

7. The method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein said step of generating display control infor- 
mation comprises a step of sequentially generating display control information of responsible parts from a root 
object of said group of view objects by referring to said information about the attribute of the terminal. 

8. The method according to any one of the preceding claims, further comprising the steps of: in response to a display 
request from said terminal, determining whether or not it is necessary to generate a group of data objects according 
to said display request; and if it is not necessary to generate a group of data objects, generating the display control 
information corresponding to said display request by a related view object in said group of view objects. 

9. The method according to any one of the preceding claims for controlling reexecution and/or reauthentication of a 
page in a history, said method comprising the steps of: grouping page definitions; incorporating grouped page 
definitions into instruction information used for generating said display control information; determining whether 
reexecution of a page in a history has been performed; if a cache reexecuted and in a processing state exists, 
restoring the processing state; processing an application and storing in a cache a processing state at that time; 
and according to a result of processing an application, specifying said group of page definitions and clearing a 
processing state corresponding to an applicable page. 

10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising the steps of: checking whether a page in a history requires 
authentication and its authentication state; ensuring authentication when authentication is necessary; and accord- 
ing to a result of processing an application, modifying an authentication state of a page in a history. 

11. A computer for generating display control information so as to display in a form adapted to a terminal used by a 
user, comprising the modules for: 

in response to a display request from said terminal, generating a group of data objects concerning the contents 
of the display, said group of said data objects being independent of said terminal; 

by using said group of data objects and information about an attribute of the terminal, generating a root view 

object for generating said display control information: 

ordering said root view object to generate its child view object; and 



14 



EP 0 969 389 A2 

ordering said root view object to generate said display control information. 
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